THE   NUWAUB.                    119

nical priesthood, Runchoijee possessed a
grasp of intellect, which, while he preserved
inviolate the strictest observances of his
religion, induced him to admit the evidence
of nature, and consider many of the le-
gendary tales of the priesthood, as cun-
ningly devised fables.

Speaking of the great blow the boasted
antiquity of Brahminical chronology had
so lately received, in the decyphered inscrip-
tions of Girnar, Runchoijee observed; "The
rocks, the trees, the rivers I behold, and in
them I see the hand of God; but for the
vedas, the puranas, or any of the written
works of man, who can trust them ? My
religion consists in doing my duty to my
Creator, and acting benevolently to my
fellow men ; who does this, does well,
be he Mdslem, Hindoo., Buddist, or Chris-
tian."

Here, then, was Runchoijee, arrived at the
-same point of philosophy, the same condi-
tion for admitting external 'evidence, as
they of old, who reared a temple, and de-